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4 HE alarming CG if offairs, both e 1 
and commercial, threatens ſuch a change. as to 190 
 derange theConſtitution, annihilate our commerce, 
and transfer the bleſſmgs we have for a long . þ | 
time enjoyed to "lands hitherto in 4 fate of 
thraldom. T his reflection ar! iſes not from 2 mind a [| | 
under the dominion of fear; it is 4 melancholy ; 2 j | 
truth, apparent to every one who can draw.4 a | 
inference from exiſting circumſtances. The follows _ | 
ing Addreſs gives us a picture of our rea n 1 
ſituation. The reaſoning it contains produces «„ 
detail of grievances, a ſyſtem of corruption and || 
abuſe, which are the | diſgrace of a free Conſti- 3 
tution, and which muſt inevitably undermine x 
 vhatever remains to prop the falling grandeur | 
of the tate. | 3 
The friends of the preſent Admin ifration Lowe - If 
been laviſh in their epithets of obloquy. on thoſe I 
20h foretold them the dangers of our preſent I 1 
tuation. Still the infatution_ continues 5 ant 
A 2 4 
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though wwe < are on the verge, nay even in the 
very gulph of bankruptcy,” a lifeleſs apathy 
towards the cauſe of our misfortunes ſtill exiſts. 
What excuſe can wwe have for the injuries we 
have entailed upon our poſterity ! Unlike our | 
* anceſtors, who gave us a free conſtitution, which 
| they cemented with their blood, wwe give our 
children laws loft in the obſcurity of 4 multipli- 
city of contradiftory precedents we give them 
4 Conſtitution disfigured by proſcription, and 


* deformed- by Treaſon Laws, levelled againſt the 


very men who were its defenders ;j—we, give 
them oppreſſive taxes to pay the intereſt of a debt 
which amounts to { 400,000,000.-—Good God, 
<vhat a ſtuation we are in But if we had 
nothing elſe to fear, it might be a ſubject of con- 
gratulation: we have ſtill greater evils to 
deprecate, which, if nat immediately remedied, 
muſt fink us beyond the poſſibility of redemption. 
The war in which we are unfortunately engaged 
Das been attended with nothing but bloodſhed 
and expence ; and, in the. fourth year of its 
proſecution, we are ſilent ſpeclators of an event 
which would have brought any former Miniſter 


v 
— 
to the block. Nothing leſs than xoum Budgets 
in the courſe of one ſeſſion of Parliament !—What 
does this develope to our deluded ſenſes? It 
demonſtrates more forcibly the deplorable ſtate of 
the country than all the reaſoning of eloquence, 
and that the reſources: of the country are 
NO LONGER adequate to defray the extrava- 
gant expenditure of public money. 
Commercial credit has received ſuch a ſhock 
as it is not likely to recover under the preſent 
em; and it is too evident that Miniſtry are 
' purſuing a ſimilar plan to the deſperate policy of 
M. Carowns, Miniſter of the unfortunate 
Lors, viz. borrowing money to pay off intereſt. 
The diſtracted tate of the country, the want of 
confidence in the mercantile world, and the 
unhappy diviſions in the Navy, while they are 
ſubjects of regret, afford but too plain @ proof 
(to uſe no harſher terms) of weakneſs and miſs 
conduct in Adminiſtration. | 
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FREEMEN AND INHABITANTS OF CARLISLE, 


GENTLEMEN, | | 
I HAVE the honour to attend 


MENT in conſequence of your requiſition, not leſs 
bound to comply with the wiſhes of my conſtituents 
than impelled to it by inclination and reſpect.— 
Happy at all times to ſubmit my Parliamentary 
Conduct to your examination ; if honoured with 
your ſanction and approbation, I ſhall receive the 
higheſt reward that can be beſtowed upon me. 
Gentlemen, I congratulate you and the country on 
the unanimity with which the petition to His 
Majeſty for the diſmiffal of his Miniſters has been 
adpoted.—The ſentiments of a meeting ſo numer- 
ous, and ſo reſpectable, cannot fail of having their 
effect. 'They come with additional force as they 
have been the reſult of your own wiſhes, unaided 
and unſolicited from any quarter. It is undoubtedly 
the firſt ſtep towards reſcuing the country from its 
impending ruin. But, if you flatter yourſelves that 
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the preſent weak and profligate Adminiſtration is of 

itſelf ſufficient to remedy the evils, or that any ſet of 
men acting upon the preſent ſyſtem can reſtore the 
country to proſperity, and replace the conſtitution 
on its proper baſis, you are miſerably deceived. 

I cannot be a party to ſuch a deluſion ; and, how- 
ever reluctantly, I muſt tell you that ſuch hopes are 
viſionary, and that there is no reaſonable ground 
for indulging them.—I muſt deal fairly with you, 
though I ſhould have the misfortune to ſpeak what 
may not be acceptable to ſome. —lt is by a fair and 
undiſguiſed examination of our real fituation, that 
we can alone look for the application of an adequate 
and effectual remedy.—We cannot longer deceive 
either ourſelves or others. —l will endeavour, in the 
beſt manner I am able, to lay before you the real 
cauſe of all our' grievances, and the unparalleled 
reverſe of fortune that has befallen us.—Previous to 
my entering upon the ſubject, I wiſh, if poſſible, to 
guard againſt miſrepreſention; I owe it to you as 
your Repreſentative, and to my own character as an 
individual, to prevent that calumny which has 
greatly contributed to defeat every attempt to ſtop 
the torrent of corruption, and has affixed ſuſpicion 
and diſtruſt on all who dared to oppoſe it. Once 
for all therefore, permit me to expreſs what I k no 
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| ate your ſentiments, and what has entitled me to. 
your conſidence; and what has been the unvaried 
guide of my Parliamentary Conduct. 5 
If our Conſtitution be preſerved within its pro- 
per bounds, as eſtabliſhed in the King, Lords, and 
Commons, it is my conſcientious belief, that no form 
of Government is ſo well adapted to the happineſs 
of a people; that it is congenial to the ſpirit and 
feelings of the nation; that it is the duty of every 
individual, and more eſpecially of thoſe who have a 
delegated truſt for that purpoſe, to ſupport and de- 
fend it, and ſtrenuouſly to prevent the undue 
agorandizement of any of its conſtituent branches. 
Jo the beneficial prerogatives of the Crown, to 
the uninfluenced and dignified exerciſe of their 
functions by the Lords, to the pure and incorrupt 
voice of the people by their Repreſentatives in Par- 
bament, I am zealouſly and warmly attached. But 
if attachment to Government is to be confidered as 
ſupporting the extenſion of the prerogatives of the 
Crown upon theLiberties of the People, as approving 
the controlling and corrupt influence of the Crown 
over Parliament, I am a friend to no ſuch n 
and to no ſuch Government. 
Faving thus explained myſelf, I ſhall . 
as ſhortly as it is in my power, to point out to you the 
B 
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ſource from whence has ſprung all the miſchiefs and 
miſeries we have now to ſuffer and deplore. 

The evil commenced with the eſtabliſhment of our 
Conſtitution. at the Revolution, and has been lowly, 
but conſtantly advancing under every reign ſince 
that period. It is not neceſſary for my purpoſe to 
trace to you its progreſſive advancement; it will be 
ſufficient to call your attention to the period previ- 
ous: to the concluſion of the American war. — The 


greateſt part of thoſe whom I have the honour to 
addreſs in this numerous meeting muſt well remem- 


her the ſteps which were taken by the people to put 
a ſtop to that ruinous and deſtructive war.— They 
muſt remember the execration in which the corrup- 


tion of thoſe Parliaments was held, which continued 


the conteſt for two years after every diſintereſted 
man in the kingdom deſired its conclufion. Not- 
withſtanding the ſtrong and unexampled manifeſta- 
tion of public will, the Miniſter preſerved his 
majorities in Parliament, and the war proceeded. — 
Triumphant as he was in both Houſes, corruption 
and confidence were not yet ſo fully eſtabliſhed as 
to preclude all enquiry and examination into the 


conduct and meaſures of Miniſters. Defeat pro- 


duced inveſtigation; the laviſh expenditure of 
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enquiry ; Parliament diſplayed a decent attention ts 


forms, and fome e to the duties of their | 


office. 
At this 88858 the Ne Miniſter begun 55 


political career. The corruption of Parliament, the 
profuſion and waſte of public money, the inefficacy 
of every meaſure, whether of war or domeſtic 
policy, opened a moſt fertile field for the eloquence 
of that Right Hon. Gentleman. 

Much praiſe was due to him for his exertions in 
rouſing the country to put a ſtop to the war. When 
Lord North's Adminiſtration was overturned, what 
was the language of the preſent Miniſter ? Reform 
Parliament, put an end to corruption, otherwiſe you 
have no rational ſecurity againſt ſome future weak 
and wicked Miniſter compleating the ruin you have 
fo narrowly eſcaped. Good God, Gentlemen! 
that the completion of this prediction ſhould have 
come from the very man himſelf! | 

The reputation, public confidence and favour on 
his outſet, placed him in a ſituation more enviable 
than any man before him had ever been in. How 
has he uſed all this? Some feeble attempts were 


made at Parliamentary Reform; once before, and 


twice fince he was made Miniſter. 
Whether he would have been * to exert 
1 
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the influence of the Crown to extort from Parlia- 
ment a Reform of itſelf, is more than I can pretend 
to ſay. That he never was in carneſt, I am warrant- 
ed in aflerting, as I hope to make appear to every 
reaſonable man's ſatisfaction. Reform had procured 
him that conſideration and public confidence which 
led to his preſent elevated ſituation. 

Poſſeſſed of power, he ſoon diſcovered that oe 
lic favour and popularity were not the moſt effica- 
cious means of-ſecuring it. The Hon. Gentleman's 
Adminiſtration quickly exhibited a ſyſtematic plan 
of influence and corruption, which, for boldneſs and 
extent, exceeded what any of his predeceſſors in 
office had ever entertained an idea of. The whole 
Patronage of India was added to the Crown; the army 
and navy were augmented; every branch of Govern- 
ment extended; new offices created, far beyond 
the puny ſavings of Mr. Burke's Reform; an inun- 
dation in the peerage; of theſe, two hundred oy 
thereabouts hold their ſeats by his creation, which 
is more I believe than the whole body of Peers at 
the commencement of the preſent reign. 

By not including the different branches of the 
Royal Family in the limited number of the Knights 
of the Garter, he added great patronage and influr 
ence to the Crown. —He made the: peerage and 


every honour ſubſervient to his purpoſes ; ſubſittue 
ting pliancy and ſervility.in Parliament as the certain 
road to the higheſt honours and diſtinctions, which, 

in former times, were rarely given but as rewards 
for great and diſtinguiſhed ſervices. | 

Thus, Gentlemen, has this Miniſter, who e 

to the ſervility and dependence of Parliament all the 
ruin and miſery occaſioned by the American war, 
made it the great and ruling object of his Adminiſ- 
tration to extend the influence and corruption of 
the Crown in every branch of the Adminiitration. 
If he could not reform Parliament, might he not, 
1f he had been honeſtly ſincere in his opinions and 
profeſſions, have leſſened the means of corruption? 
Other principles have guided his Adminiſtration. 
Let us now contraſt the laſt and preſent Parliament 
with the two concluding ones in the American war: 
the recorded voice of the whole nation condemned 
the profligacy of the former : the preſent Miniſter 
ſtood unrivalled for his bold and eloquent arraign- 
ment of them; and yet thoſe very Parliaments, fo 
Kigmatized for their devotion to the Miniſter, 
_ notwithſtanding his crimes and apologies, and thoſe 
of his votaries, did not refuſe to gratify the nation 
by inveſtigating and enquiring into thoſe detcats 
and diſgraces which attended the war, and they pai 
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1 decent attention to the duties of their office. Can 
the extravagance of the American war be contraſt- 
ed with the preſent ?=But what enquiries have 
been made into our incalculable expenditure, either 
| by the laſt or preſent Parliament? 

When called upon to petition the Crown, to try 
if, by negotiation, the calamities of war might not 
| have been averted, the national honour preſerved, 
and our ally protected, did they not refuſe it? Have 
any of the diſgraceful and calamitous events of the 
war induced them to grant the enquiries which 
| have been called for? Have the promiſes and per- 
formances of Miniſters ſo exactly tallied as to entitle 
them to implicit confidence ? Did the failure of the 
fiege of Dunkirk, and the difaftrous conſequences 
which followed, juſtify the refuſal of an enquiry by 
Parliament? Did the loſs of Holland demand no 
inveſtigation ? Was not the notorious breach of 
Faith in our foreign allies an object of ſufficient 
magnitude to call for examination ? Was it decent 


in Parliament to ſanction the refuſal of Miniſters =. 


enquire into the diſgraceful expeditions to the coaſt 
of France? Did the direful ravages amongſt our 

brave troops atSt. Domingo, and the monſtrous fums 
Laviſhed in the chimerical proſpect of its conqueſt, 
merit no enquiry or inveſtigation ? Could we have 
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believed that the providential interference, to which 
alone we owe the ſecurity of Ireland, would have 
been overlooked by Miniſters and by Parliament? 
Did the audacity of that Miniſter, who dared to 
violate the fundamental principles of the Conſtitu- 


tion, in ſending money out of the country without: 
the knowledge or conſent of Parliament, call for no 


proceedings againſt him? Could any thing ſhort. 


of indemnity abſolve or acquit him, and repair the 


breach which he had made in the Conſtitution ?—- 
This indeed might have wounded the pride and 
arrogance of a MASTER, and ſpoke a language of 


independency long forgotten and renounced. What 
was done ? a queſtion paſſed, of which it is difficult 
to ſay, whether it did condemn or defend. 80 
much for the inſult on the honour of the Houſe, and 
the frequent violation of the moſt valuable privilege 
of the Commons. What puniſhment or cenſure has 


been inflicted on thoſe who, by their perſeverance in i 


granting foreign ſubſidies, have ſhaken the credit of 
the country? Who, though repeatedly called upon 
to ſave the bank from bankruptcy, by re- payment 
of debts unſanctioned by Parliament, have broken 
the moſt ſolemn engagements for the reduction of 
that debt, and refraining from calling for further 


advances, Has Parliament followed up the enquiry? 
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Has blame or puniſhment fallen on the authors of 
ſo great a calamity? Such has been the conduct of 
the laſt and preſent Parliament. Can any man 
doubt that the ſyſtem of corruption has made 
gigantic advances ſince the American war? The 
preſent ſituation of this country is ſeverely felt by 
every individual : infult is added to injury; a 
ſyſtem of confidence in Miniſters is eſtabliſhed 
which ſuperſedes the neceſſity of enquiry, and the 
exerciſe of all inquiſitorial functions: this has 
opened a ſhort and efficacious way of ſolving every. 
difficulty, and getting rid of every attempt to crimi- 
nate Miniſters. Under ſuch accumulated circum- 
ſtances of corruption and influence, can any thing 
hort of a complete Reform of Parliament hold out 
a hope of our — from the gulph which 
threatens us? | F 
Parliament feels and knows via: in oppoſition 
to the will of the Crown, it is impotent, and unable 
to meet the exigencies of the times. Fortitude and 
ſpirit muſt be exerted to bear the preſent burdens, 
and thoſe which will yet be impoſed ; but to carry 
into effect thoſe retrenchments, and that rigid plan 
of economy ſuited to our circumſtances, you muſt 
deſtroy the preſent hydra of corruption. Can you 
expect this from thoſe men whoſe intereſt it is to 
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preſerve it ?—To anſwer the purpoſe of the times, 
every man muſt contribute his exertions ; and how 
can this be effected without giving him a ſhare and 
intereſt in the Government? 

In the aſſembly I have now the honour of 
addreſſing, ſee how different is the influence of the 
individuals who compoſe it! You, Freemen of 
Carliſle ! have your Repreſentatives; you have your 
ſhare in the deliberative voice of the nation; you 
ſhare the credit and honour of Government, it 
well adminiſtered ; you are a part of it yourſelves. 
How ſtand your neighbours, who have an equal 
ſtake in the country, but are denied your privilege? 
Their will is neither known nor conſidered ; they 
have no concern in the management of the State- 
Have they, then, the ſame motives to call forth 
their exertions? Can you cxpect to find in them 
the ſame energy in acting, the fame alacrity in 
bearing the burdens for the ſupport of a Govern- 
ment that neither knows nor acknowledges them ? 
However much we may deplore and condemn. 
many of the circumſtances attendant on the French 
Revolution, yet we cannot deny them the merit of 
exertions unparalleled in the hiſtory of paſt times. 
It cannot be denicd that they have proved themſelves 
more than a match for all the old Governments in 

0 i 
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Europe; and ſhall we not profit by their example, 


as well as guard ourſelves againſt their overbearing 
influence? Does it not become us to enquire into 
the cauſes which have produced ſo great effects, 
and given them a power unknown to the former 
Government of France ?—The enquiry is neither 
long nor difficult: it proceeds from the broad baſis 
on which they have planned their political ſyſtem. 
Every man who has a ſtake ſhares the honour and 
partakes the advantages of the Civil Eſtabliſhment 
to which he belongs. The exertions have been 
-proportionate to the cauſe which produced them. 
Is there any thing in this new or foreign to the 
ſpirit of the Britiſh Conſtitution ? Certainly not; 
it is the foundation and baſis on which our Conſti- 
tution was reared. We have only to recur to firſt 

principles to reſtore the Government to its ancient 
| vigour, and the country to its former proſperity.— 
IJ am well aware of the influence of artificial alarms, 
and the prejudices of many good men to every 
thing that bears the name of Reform. It cannot be 

denied that all human affairs, unſupported by ex- 


perience, are doubtful and uncertain; but I contend 
there is nothing new in what I recommend; it is 


not to change, but to reſtore the Government. 
Does any man think we can proceed upon the pre- 
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Hons give no _uneaſineſs ?—Accuſtomed to hear 
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ſent ſyſtem? Can we be ſo wilfully blind as not to 
ſee dangers of another kind ?—LI have hitherto. 
treated only of the corruption of Parliament, as 
demanding a Reform. Let us now take a ſhort 
view of the ſituation in which we are with reſpect 
to our liberties, and ſee whether we have not been 


as laviſh of our Conſtitution as of our wealth. 


Parliament has declared the exiſtence of plots ; 
but how has the reality of them been ſupported ? 
By an attempt to introduce a doctrine of conſtruc- 
tive Treaſon.— Fortunately, indeed, for the country, 
the firraneſs and virtue of Britiſh Juries have re- 
ſiſted the attempt with ſcorn, and covered the 
authors with diſgrace.— Baffled in this, what has 
been the next ſtep? To ſhut the mouths, and ſtop 
the free communication of the ſentiments and 
opinions of the people. That attempts of this kind 
did not proceed farther, you owe not to the lenity 
of Parliament, but to the execration expreſſed by 
yourſelves.— Have not theſe falſe alarms and 


_ groundleſs plots ſerved as a pretext to narrow the 


Freedom of the Preſs? Does the erection of bar- 
racks in various parts of the kingdom call forth no 


ſenſations of alarm? Does the diſpoſition of 


Government to introduce the military on all occa- 
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violent e eee in providing amen it, 
may we not be led imperceptibly to ſacrifices which 
may, in the end, wholly deſtroy the rights and 
liberties of the people? 

Is there no danger to be apprehended from a 
Government which has the diſpoſal of very nearly 
one half of the whole produce of the country, 
ariſing from land, commerce, and induſtry?— Does 
this give no power to the Crown, or require no 
additional guard for the people ?—If you are of 
opinion that there is danger to the Conſtitution, 
whether it be from republican principles, /or the 
encroachments of the Crown upon the liberties of 
the people, in either caſe vou are equally intereſted 
in forwarding a Reform in Parliament, as the beſt 
and moſt eligible means of ſtrengthening the 
Government. The dreadful conſequences which 
may reſult from the obſtinacy of Government, in 
refuſing to grant a reaſonable reform of abuſes, is 
before our eyes. Ireland exhibits a lamentable 
proof of the weakneſs and wickedneſs of the preſent 
Miniſters. In 1792, the Parliament of that king- 
dom reported there were but a few diſaffected per- 
ſons in the country, and no exiſting cauſe for 
alarm. But what has happened fince that time? 


— 
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Driven to deſpair of any rational reform or redreſs 


of grievances, above a hundred thouſand perſons 
are leagued in a hoſtile combination for the total 
extinction of Government, the corruption and 
profligacy of which can neither be dnn nor de- 
— | 

If you fear republican principles, hw the 
abuſes of the exiſting Government, and thereby 


take away the pretence for diſcontents. 


If you agree with me in thinking we are more in 
danger of deſpotiſm, join heartily in ſtrengthening 
your Conſtitution, and ſtopping the ſources of cor- 
ruption, which have fo undermined our liberties 


and exhauſted our treaſure. Men who cannot 


combat the above principles, have recourſe to the 
times, and repreſent this as not the ſeaſon of 


attempting changes, when the country is preſſed 


with ſuch unexampled difliculties and dangers.— 
Do not be duped : the feaſon of ſuffering intereſts 
all in ſearching for a remedy. Had the country 
done its duty, and applied the proper remedy at the 
end of the American war, we ſhould not now have 
to deplore the humiliation of national honour, and 


the overwhelming load of public debt.—Let the 


people of England follow your example, and freely, 
fairly, and incorruptly exerciſe their elective fran- 
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chiſes under a fair Reform of Parliament; your 


Repreſentatives will then have no ſeparate intereſt 
from yourſelves; the Throne will be fortified, and 
placed where alone it can ſafely reſt—in the hearts 


and affections of the people; the ariſtocratical 


branch of the Conſtitution reſtored to the reſpect 
and veneration due to it; you will inſuſe vigour 
and energy into the whole. 

Inſtead of alarm and diſtruſt, we ſhall have con- 


fidence and dependence; for what has Government 


to fear, founded upon the will and affections of a 
whole people.— Gentlemen, I am forry ſo long to 
have detained you. I was anxious to diicharge 


what I felt to be my duty, and I am grateful 


for your indulgence.— We have all a common 
intereſt in meeting the dangers of and providing 
for the criſis. | | | 

For the preſent I have ſuſpended my attendance 


in Parliament, ſeeing no poſſible good that could 
be expected from any farther oppoſition to the 


meaſures of Miniſters; and, unleſs great and 
material reforms take place, the ſituation, abſtracted 
from the connection with you, has nothing either 
honourable or deſirable in it. To be a near ſpecta- 


tor of an overbearing influence, which no reaſon or 


"ey 
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and apathy the ruin it has brought upon the 
country, is not an enviable ſituation. | 

Perſonal value and attachment to you will alone 
command any further exertions on my part, or a 
continuance in the ſituation. 

Gentlemen, if any man here, from ſolicitation, 
perſonal attachment, or any other motive, be led to 
give his ſanction to the meaſure before you, I 


entreat him not to do it; I ſhall hold myſelf obliged 


to no man.—If your own intereſt, if that of the 
country do not imperiouſly demand it of you, there 
is no other call which ſhould be attended to. | 
If perſonal friendſhip could be allowed to weigh 
with me, I would not with any man I reſpected to 
take the office of * Miniſter at this moment. The 
circumſtances we are under CAN ALONE reconcile us 
to the peace we muſt make. 'The odium of. this, 
and every other part of our degraded and diſtreſſed 
ſituation, is due to the preſent Miniſter. 
May a much-injured and abuſed nation avenge 
its wrongs ; but, above all, may it place its Conſti- 


| tution and the happineſs of its people above the 


reach of any falſe, weak, and wicked Miniſter. 


FIVIS. 
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